Using the Census in Family
Research
Texas Research Ramblers
Orientation Sessions

Census:
Censuses are available from 1790-1930 in ten year increments (except
for 1890 and a few other burned or lost records). To know the areas
covered in each census it helps to refer to maps showing the existing
states, territories and counties for each census:
http://www.us-census.org/states/map.htm
Would then consult state maps to discover changes in county lines
and creation of new counties to further understand your ancestor’s
location and movements (or sometimes lack of movement).
The data compiled for each census year varied. Handouts for the information available for each census year are in your handout. Note
that the most useful censuses are those from 1850 onward where every member of a household is listed.
Sources for digitalized and indexed copies of census records:
Heritage Quest- through the library
Ancestry.com- through the library or by paid subscription
familysearch.org- LDS Library Salt Lake
usgenweb.org- free. Only some areas have their census records indexed or digitalized but good source to check for specific counties.
Heritage Quest Pros and Cons
Pros
•
Free to members of subscribing libraries
•
Easy to use interface and crisp, enhanced images
•
Notebook feature helps you keep track of searches
Cons
•
Not available for individual subscription
•
No soundex or wildcard search options
•
Head of household indexes only.
•
Not all years indexed: Head of household indexes for 17901820, 1860, 1870, 1890, 1900-1910 and 1920-1930 (partial).

Ancestry Pros and Cons
Pros
•
Free in library use. Free at home trial.
•
All names and all years indexed
•
Attachable to tree for subscribers
•
Zoom function for easy reading
•
Multiple print options including image only, image and source
•
Soundex option to aide in finding names with various spellings
Cons
•
Subscription required for at home use
•
First time users can be overwhelmed by sheer volume of available information and learning curve to pin point desired information.

Other hints
•
Check neighbors- groups often traveled together
•
Collect your mail trick- collect all misspellings of your surname
in your mail for one year- gives you an idea of names to search in old
records. Also keep records of any spellings you see in records as you
progress through your research.
•
If family at top or bottom of page be sure to check previous or
following page to be sure you have all members of the household.
•

Look for listed relationships. Often have clues to maiden names.

•
Gather all census records available for each generation. May
help narrow down marriage dates, birthdates, etc. ( Note 1850, 1860,
1870 and 1880 have “married within year”. For 1900 and 1910 marriage year given) By using enumeration date and age can approximate
more closely the birth date. Marriages often based on birth of eldest
child if no other record located.
•
Note birthplaces of all children. Sometimes the birth of a child
in another state gives clues to movement of family.
•

Use transcription forms to help read column headings

•
If image not clear check another source. The digitalization quality often depends on the operator.
•
Look at all members of the household- in laws listed may give
clues to maiden names
•
Birth places of parents, naturalization info useful to know where
to look next.
•
1900 and 1910 lists number of children born to each female and
number still living.
•

Never go forward in time. Start with you and work backwards

•
1910 and 1930 have column to indicate military service. The
1910 census indicates whether an individual was a veteran of the
Union Army, Union Navy, Confederate Army or Confederate Navy.
In the 1900, 1910, and 1920 census, there is a category devoted to
military personnel.
•

State censuses: See Census Substitutes and State Census Re-

cords by William Dollarhide, and Leland & Patty Meitzler. http://
www.statecensuses.com/
•
Mortality Censuses- Part of the U.S. Federal Censuses from
1850-1880 included a mortality schedule enumerating the individuals
who had died in the previous year. Because each of the censuses from
1850-1880 began on June 1, “previous year” refers to the 12 months
preceding June 1, or June 1 (of the previous year) to May 31 (of the
census year).
•
Military Censuses- censuses of military taken in 1840 and 1890.
A Census of Pensioners for the Revolutionary or military services:
with their names, ages, places of residence as returned by the Marshals of the several judicial districts under the Act for taking the Sixth
Census, Washington DC 1956. Reprinted by Baltimore: Genealogical Books Print, 1996. What is left of the 1890 census microfilmed as
Special schedules of the Eleventh Census (1890) enumerating Union
Veterans and Widows of Union Veterans of the Civil War.
•
The Red Book- available in hardback at Carnegie. On line in
ancestry wiki (Learning center tab).
•
Tutorials- take advantage of on line tutorials as refresher classes.
Great ones available at ancestry.com’s learning center and familysearch.org’s learning tab with on line videos.
•
Record your data with source information on family group
sheets or research logs. Free copies of these on ancestry.com
•
Use of wild cards for searches- substituting “?” for letters in
names spelled multiple ways

•
Search for children or spouses- especially with odd names to limit
hits.
•
Sometimes the only way is to take the time to look at the entire census of a district- this is daunting and consumes loads of time but may be
the only way to have that break through.

First Census of the United States - 1790
General Information: In 1908, the Census Office inWashington, D.C.,
undertook a project to extract and index the 1790 census name lists, a
publication now commonly known as the 1790 Heads of Families. It
includes the name lists for twelve of the sixteen federal court districts
that were originally enumerated in the 1790 census. Vermont entered the
Union as the 14th state in early 1791, its census taken as of 1 April 1791.
Also, in 1790, Maine was still part of Massachusetts but had its own census because it was a separate federal court district. The same was true
of Kentucky which was still part of Virginia but was a separate federal
court district. The Census Office’s 1790 volumes, therefore, are limited
to the federal court districts of Connecticut, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York,North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Carolina, Vermont, and Virginia.
Census losses: 1790 districtwide census losses include those for Kentucky, Delaware, Georgia, New Jersey and Virginia. Virginia had extant
tax lists covering all of its counties for the years immediately preceding 1790, the Census Office used these tax lists to reconstruct the 1790
name lists for the e1tire state of Virginia. A few 1790 counties of other
states were also reconstructed from tax lists, including certain counties in
North Carolina and Maryland.

Second Census of the United States - 1800
General Information: The 1800 federal census included two new states
admitted to the Union since 1790: Kentucky, admitted in 1792; and Tennessee, previously the “Southwest Territory ,” admitted in 1796 for a
total of 16 states in the Union. In addition, three territories were enumerated for the first time in 1800: Mississippi Territory, created in 1798 from
lands obtained in a treaty with Spain; the Northwest Territory, created in
1787 (but not enumerated in 1790); and Indiana Territory, divided from
the old Northwest Territory in early 1800. Maine was still a federal court
district within the state of Massachusetts; and therefore, Maine had a
separate census taken. The District of Columbia was created in 1791
from land ceded by Maryland and Virginia, but its first census of 1800
was taken with Maryland and Virginia.
Census losses: 1800 districtwide census losses include those for Georgia, Indiana Territory, Kentucky, Mississippi Territory, New Jersey,
Northwest Territory, and Tennessee, which have no known substitutes
except some isolated tax lists. The 1800 census for Washington County,
Northwest Territory (later Ohio), was found among the papers of the
New Ohio Company. The papers are now at the Special Collections
Department, Marietta College Library, Marietta, Ohio, and microfilmed
by the FHL in Salt Lake City. Washington County was about one-third of
the population of the/Old Northwest Territory in 1800. The portion of
the District of Columbia included with the Maryland side (Washington
County, DC) survives and is part of the Maryland 1800 census. The portion for the Virginia side (Alexandria County, DC) is lost along with all
of Virginia for 1800.

Third Census of the United States - 1810
General Information: The 1810 federal census included the new state
of Ohio,admitted in 1803, bringing the total to seventeen states in the
Union. The 1810 census also included the District of Columbia,
separated in the census schedules from Virginia and Maryland for the
first time. In addition, six territories in the public domain were enumerated. Georgia ceded its western lands to the federal government in 1802.
These were added to Mississippi Territory, doubling its size. In 1804,
two new territories were created from the Louisiana Purchase:
Louisiana Territory (renamed Missouri Territory in 1812); and Orleans
Territory, which would become the state of Louisiana in 1812. The remainder of the old Northwest Territory left by the creation of the state of
Ohio and a part of Indiana Territory were combined to become Michigan Territory in 1805. To complete the changes for the decade, lllinois
Territory was created in 1809, reducing Indiana Territory to its present
boundaries except it still included the northern peninsula of present-day
Michigan.
Census losses: 1810 districtwide census losses include those for the
District of Columbia, Georgia, Indiana Territory, Michigan Territory,
Mississippi Territory, Louisiana (MO) Territory, New Jersey, and
Tennessee. Partial losses included Illinois Territory which had only two
courlties (Randolph is extant, St. Clair is lost), and Ohio, all lost except
Washington County

Fourth Census of the United States - 1820
General Information: By 1820 six new states had been formed bringing the total to twenty-three states in the Union. The six were: Louisiana,
admitted in 1812; Indiana in 1816; Mississippi in 1817; lllinois in 1818;
Alabama in 1819; and Maine in 1820. Orleans Territory became the state
of Louisiana in 1812, and Louisiana Territory was renamed Missouri Territory the same year. Michigan Territory spanned the northern portion of
the old Northwest Territory north of the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois. A new Arkansas Territory was created from the southern area
of Missouri Territory in 1819.
Census losses: 1820 districtwide census losses include those for Arkansas Territory, Missouri Territory, and New Jersey. Partial losses were
for over half the counties of Alabama. In 1820, Tennessee had two federal court districts, one with a U.S.Courthouse in Nashville, the other in
Knoxville. The original censuses returned to Washington were from the
Nashville district only, representing the western two-thirds of the
state. The schedules for the twenty Eastern counties enumerated within
the Knoxville 1820 district were not received in Washington and are
presumed lost.

Fifth Census of the United States - 1830
General Information: Missouri became a state in 1821, bringing the
total number of states in the 1830 census to twenty-four. Florida was
purchased from Spain in 1819, but treaty ratification did not occur until
1821. Florida became a territory in 1822, and its first census taken was in
1830.No other new territories were added to the U.S. before this census
year.
Census losses: None for 1830, except some countywide losses in Massachusetts, Maryland, and Mississippi.

Sixth Census of the United States - 1840
General Information: Two new states were included in the 1840 federal
census: Arkansas, admitted in 1836; and Michigan in 1837 bringing the
total of states in the Union to twenty-six. Florida Territory was enumerated, as were two new territories: Wisconsin Territory, carved out of the
bounds of Michigan Territory in 1836, including part of the area of present -day Minnesota; and Iowa Territory, created from the unorganized
territory between the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers in 1838 and a
northern area that later became Minnesota and Dakota Territories.
The “Indian Territory” was created in 1828 from the western part of Arkansas Territory, but no federal census was taken in that area until 1860.

Seventh Census of the United States - 1850
General Information: Between 1840 and 1850, five new states were
added to the Union: Florida and Texas, both admitted in 1845; Iowa in
1846; Wisconsin in 1848; and California in 1850 bringing the total to
thirty one states. In addition, four new territories were included: Oregon
Territory, created in 1848; Minnesota Territory in 1849; and New
Mexico Territory and Utah Territory, both created in 1850. No enumeration for the “Unorganized Territory” of the great plains was included in
the 1850 census. This area later became all or part of the states of Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado,
Kansas, and Oklahoma

Eighth Census of the United States - 1860
General Information: Between 1850 and 1860, two new states were
added to the Union for a total of thirty-three states: Minnesota was admitted in 1858, and Oregon in 1859. The existing territories of New
Mexico and Utah were included in the 1860 census as were three new
territories: Washington Territory, created in 1853 from Oregon Territory;
and Nebraska and Kansas Territories, created from the “Unorganized
Territory” in 1854.Washington Territory increased in size in 1859 when
Oregon became a state, adding the area of present-day Idaho plus the
portions of present-day Montana and Wyoming lying west of the continental divide. The region matching the present bounds of Oklahoma was
unofficially called the “Indian Territory.” In 1860, for the first time, a
census was taken there, but only for non-Indians living in that region.
The name lists for the non-Indians in the “Indian Territory” were added
to the end of the Arkansas name lists. The remainder of the “Unorganized Territory” left by the creation of Nebraska Territory and the state
of Minnesota was included in the 1860 census, enumerated as
“Unorganized Dakota Territory.”

Ninth Census of the United States - 1870
General Information: Between 1860 and 1870-the decade of the CivilWar-four new states were added to the Union for a total of thirty-seven
states: Kansas became a state in 1861, West Virginia in 1863, Nevada in
1864, and Nebraska in 1867. In addition, six new territories were created: Dakota and Colorado Territories in 1861, Arizona and Idaho
Territories in 1863, Montana Territory in 1864, and Wyoming Territory
in 1868. New Mexico Territory was reduced to its present size with the
creation of Arizona and Colorado Territories, as was Washington Territory with the creation of Idaho, Wyoming, and Montana Territories.
Kansas was reduced to its present size with the creation of Colorado Territory, as was Nebraska with the creation of Dakota Territories, Montana
and Wyoming. Utah Territory was reduced to its present size with the
creation of the state of Nevada and Colorado Territory. The “Unorganized Territory,” unofficially called the “Indian Territory” was not enumerated for non- Indians in 1870.

Tenth Census of the United States - 1880
General Information: Only one new state was admitted to the Union
between 1870 and 1880 (Colorado in 1876) bringing the total to
thirty-eight states. Eight territories were enumerated: Arizona, Dakota,
Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming territories. Unorganized Alaska was enumerated, but the “Indian Territory”
was not enumerated for non-Indians.

Twelfth Census of the United States - 1900
General Information: Utah was added to the Union in 1896 bringing
the total number of states to forty-five. Oklahoma Territory, Arizona Territory, Hawaii Territory, “Unorganized (Indian) Territory,” New Mexico
Territory, and Alaska were also included. Hawaii was annexed to the
U.S. in 1898 and became a territory in 1900. Unorganized Alaska was
enumerated, but did not become a territory until 1912.

Thirteenth Census of the United States - 1910
General Information: Oklahoma was admitted to the Union in 1907
bringing the total number of states to forty-six. Arizona, Hawaii, and
New Mexico Territories were also enumerated. Unorganized Alaska was
enumerated, but did not become a territory until 1912. Also included in
the census was the U.S. possession of Puerto Rico.

Fourteenth Census of the United States - 1920
General Information: Arizona and New Mexico both became states in
1912 bringing the total number of states to forty-eight. Hawaii Territory
and Alaska Territory were enumerated along with the U.S. possessions
of Guam, Midway, Canal Zone, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, and Wake Island.

Fifteenth Census of the United States - 1930
General Information: Forty-eight states were enumerated along with
Hawaii Territory and Alaska Territory, plus the U.S. possessions of
Guam, Midway, Canal Zone, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Virgin
Islands, and Wake Island.

Your report is required by Act of Congress. This Act makes it unlawful for hte Bureau to disclose any facts. including names or identity, from your census reports. Only swarn census employees will wee your statements. Data
collected will be used solely for preparing statistical information concerning the Nation’s population, resources, and business activiites. Your Census Reports Cannot Be Used for Purposes of Taxation, Regulation, or Investigation.
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CODE
(Leave blank)
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Line No.

21

INDUSTRY
Industry or business, as cotton mill
retail grocery
farm
shipyard
public school

Did this person receive
income of $50 or more from
sources other than money
wages or salary? (Yes or No)

D

OCCUPATION
Trade, profession, or
particular kind of work, as frame spinner
salesman
laborer
rivet heater
music teacher

INCOME IN 1939
(12 months ending
December 31, 1939)
Amount of money wages or
salary received
(Including commissions)

20

OCCUPATION, INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER
For a person at work, assigned to public emergency work, or with a job (”Yes” in Col. 21,
22, or 24), enter present occupation, industry, and class of worker.
For a person seeking work (”Yes” in Col 23): (a) IF he has previous work experience, enter
last occupation, industry, and class of worker: or (b) if he does not have previous work
experience, enter “Newworker” in Col. 28, and leave Cols. 29 and 30 blank.

Number of weeks worked in 1939
(Equivalent full-time weeks)

19

Number of hours
worked during
week of March
24-30, 1940

Was this person
SEEKING WORK?
(Yes or No)

18

CODE

If not, was he at work on, or assigned to,
public EMERGENCY WORK (WPA,
NYA, CCC, etc.) during week of March
24-30 (Yes or No)

17

STATE (or Territory
or foreign country)

Was this person AT WORK for pay or profit
in private or non-emergency Govt. work
during week of March 24-30? (Yes or No)

16

COUNTY

CODE
(Leave blank)

C

City, town, or village
having 2,500 or more
inhabitants. Enter “R”
for all other places.

A

, Enumerator.

If neither at work
For persons
If at
If seeking
nor assigned to
answering
private or
work or
public emergency “No” to quest. 21, nonemerassigned to
work. (”No” in
22, 23, and 24
gency
public
Cols. 21 and 22)
Government emergency
work. (”Yes” work. (”Yes”
in Col. 21)
in Col. 22 or
23)

On a farm?
(Yes or No)

15
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Distinguish
Canada-French from
Canada- English and
Irish Free State (Eire)
from Northern Ireland.

Citizenship of the foreign born

If foreign born, give
country in which
birthplace was situated
on January 1, 1937.

Sheet No.
, 1940

PERSONS 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER–EMPLOYMENT STATUS

IN WHAT PLACE DID THIS PESON LIVE ON APRIL 1, 1935?
For a person who, on April 1, 1935, was living in the same house as at present, enter
in Col. 17 “Same house,” and for one living in a different house but in the same city
or town, enter, “Same place,” leaving Cols. 18, 19, and 20 blank, in both instances.
For a person who lived in a different place, enter city or town, county, or State, as
directed in instructions. (Enter actual place of residence, which may differ from
mail address.)

CODE (Leave blank)

If born in the United
States, give State,
Territory, or
possession.

RESIDENCE, APRIL 1, 1935

Duration of
unemployment up
to March 30,
1940 - in weeks

CITIZENSHIP

PLACE OF BIRTH

E. D. No.

Enumerated by me on

POPULATION SCHEDULE

(Name of institution and lines on which entries are made)

If not seeking work,
did he HAVE A JOB,
business, etc.?
(Yes or No)
Indicate whether
engaged in home
housework (H), in
school (S), unable to
work (U) or other (Ot)

Institution

S. D. No.

SIXTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1940

(Name of unicorporated place having 100 or more inhabitants)

Class of worker

Unincorporated place

16-252 A
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2
3
4
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12
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SUPPLY
QUEST.
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23
24
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26
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29
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32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
FOR ALL WOMEN WHO ARE
OR HAVE BEEN MARRIED

Does this person have a
Federal Social Security
Number? (Yes or No)

I
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44

USUAL INDUSTRY

Usual
class of
worker

CODE
(Leave blank)

45

46

47

J

Ten
(4)

48

49

50

K

V-R
(5)

Fm.
res.
and
Sex
(6
and
9)

Color
and
nat.
(10,
15,
56,
and
37)

Age
(11)

L

M

N

O

Mar.
st.
(12)

P

Gr.
Com.
(B)

Cit.
(16)

Wrk.
st.
(E)

Q

R

S

Hrs.
wkd.
or
Dur. Occupation, industry,
and class of worker
un.
(F)
(26
or
27)

T

U

Wks.
wkd.
(31)

Wages
(32)

Ot.
inc.
(33)

V

W

X

Line No.

CODE
(Leave blank)

41

USUAL OCCUPATION

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY - DO NOT WRITE IN THESE COLUMNS

Number of children ever born.
(Do not include stillbirths)

War or military
service

40

USUAL OCCUPATION , INDUSTRY, AND CLASS OF WORKER
Enter that occupation which the person regards as his usual occupation and at which he is physically
able to work. If the person is unable to determine this, enter that occupation at which he has worked
logest during the past 10 years and at which he is physically able to work. Enter also usual industry
and usual class of worker.
For a person without previous work experience, enter “None” in Col. 45 and
leave Cols. 46 and 47 blank.

Age at first marriage

If child, is
veteran-father
dead?
(Yes or No)

Is this person a veteran of the
United States military forces;
or the wife, widow, or under
18-year-old child of a veteran?

Were deductions for Federal Old-Age Insurance
or Railroad Retirement
made from this person’s
wages or salary in 1939?
(Yes or No)
If so, were deductions
made from (1) all, (2)
one-half or more, (3) part,
but less than half, of
wages or salary?

SOCIAL SECURITY

Has this woman been married
more than once? (Yes or No)

FOR PERSONS 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER
VETERANS

Y

Z

14
29
COL. 14. HIGHEST GRADE OF SCHOOL COMPLETED:
or after April 1, 1939, as follows. Born in:
October 1939__________ 5/12
November 1939________ 4/12
December 1939________ 3/12
January 1939__________ 2/12
February 1939_________ 1/12
March 1939___________ 0/12
children born on or after April 1, 1940.)

None _______________________________________ C
Elementary school, 1st to 8th grade_______1,2,et., to 8
High school, 1st to 4th year________H-1, H-2, H-3, H-4
College, 1st to 4th year_____________C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4
College, 5th or subsequent year_________________C-5

COL. 16. CITIZENSHIP OF THE FOREIGN BORN:
Naturalized______________________Na
Having first papers________________Pa
Alien____________________________Al
American citizen born abroad______Am Cit

COL. 21. WAS THIS THE PERSON AT WORK?
Enter “Yes” for persons at work
for pay or profit in private or
nonemergency Goverment work.
Include unpaid family workers that is, related members of the
family working without money
wages or salary on work (other
than house work or incidental
chores) which contributed to the
family income.

COL. 24. DID THIS PERSON HAVE A JOB?
Enter “Yes” for person (not seeking
work) who had a job, business, or
professional enterprise, but did not
work during week of March 24-30 for
any of the following reason: Vacation;
temporary illness; industrial dispute;
layoff not exceeding 4 weeks with
instructions to return to work at a
specific date; layoff due to temporarily
bad weather conditions.

COL. 30 AND 47. CLASS OF WORKER:
Wage or salary worker in
private work_____________PW
Wage or salary worker in
Government work________GW
Employer___________________E
Working on own account_____OA
Unpaid family worker________NP

COL. 41. WAR OR MILITARY SERVICE:
World War__________________W
Spanish-American War,
Philippine Insurrection,
or Boxer Rebellion___________S
Spanish-American War and
World War________________SW
Regular establishment
(Army, Navy, or Marine Corps)
peace-time service only_______R
Other war or expedition_______Ot

SUPPLY
QUEST.

Sixteenth Census of the United States-1940
General Information: The National Archives released the 1940 census
to the public on April 2, 2012 after a mandatory 72-year waiting period.
The Sixteenth Census of the United States covered the continental United States, Alaska, American Samoa, Guam, Hawaii, the Panama Canal
Zone, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United States, the military
and consular services abroad, and naval services abroad or in American
waters, but not at a fixed station. Persons in the military services were
enumerated as residents of the states, counties, and minor civil divisions
in which their posts of duty were located (members of their families were
enumerated at the place in which they resided). The crews of American
merchant marine vessels were enumerated as part of the population of
the port from which the vessel operated.

Other Censuses and Records: In the beginning it can be overwhelming
to try and learn about every census as well as all of the other lists that are
out there. Here is a short list of some of those to consider researching as
you develop your skills:
1850 and 1860 Slave Schedules
1850, 1860, 1870, 1880 Mortality Schedules
Mortality Censuses- Part of the U.S. Federal Censuses from 1850-1880
included a mortality schedule enumerating the individuals who had died
in the previous year. Because each of the censuses from 1850-1880 began on June 1, “previous year” refers to the 12 months preceding June 1,
or June 1 (of the previous year) to May 31 (of the census year).
1890 Union Veterans and Widows
Military Censuses- censuses of military taken in 1840 and 1890. A Census of Pensioners for the Revolutionary or military services: with their
names, ages, places of residence as returned by the Marshals of the several judicial districts under the Act for taking the Sixth Census, Washington DC 1956. Reprinted by Baltimore: Genealogical Books Print, 1996.
What is left of the 1890 census microfilmed as Special schedules of the
Eleventh Census (1890) enumerating Union Veterans and Widows of
Union Veterans of the Civil War.
State and County Tax Lists
State Census Records
As mentioned in the hints do not forget that for more information on
things that might be available consult:
1. Red Book: American State, County, and Town Sources. Ancestry
2. Census Substitutes and State Census Records by William Dollarhide
3. Unpuzzling Your Past by Emily Croom.

