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JANUARY PROGRAM

Spring startedvhen Mary Hamlin and Shelly Michel shared a new computer program dafled or vy Bo o k
Creator Plu® which allowed Mary to import her family pictures and do@nts intoa format that
allowedher to publish family history whilalsoenhancing heold phote. fiStory Book Creator Pldds a

Creative Memoriesproduct.
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oto organization and
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REATIVE MEMORIES Shelly demonstrated how she enharaedlightenedold brown

e'r ou ust cmpbook ing anymore.
Yo e going to love your options!

- sy icn % photos anddocumentsremoved stains and theveaved them in
Chfrady, TSR PR ith documentsind family memorabilia to makefamily history
Shelly Michel book,which, in turn could be preserveid a Creative Memaories

style or have it hard bound.

M Whats your dgtal diemma? Shelly Michel, aCreative Memoriesconsultantmade suggestien
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM

Shirley Fergusopresented@r ogr am on @PPEnmeawanslt atait erd hbrbkage t 0 enc a
documentsillustrating tow this process protestiaterial as opposed taminating Shirley had several

items for members to see and catalogs from vendors where members could pennchpsalating

supplies.

MARCH PROGRAM

Jack Selden of Palestine, Anderson County, Tarashe author of Returithe Paker Story detailed

the fascinating hi st or yCymhfa AiniParkemvterfyeadad gifl captirddy , t h e
by Comanche Indianen May 191836and rescued from thebein 1860 by Texas Rangers under the

command of Lawrence SullivarmoBs.Many Rambl er s bought Jackds book ¢



BRAZOS COUNTY INTEREST

Confederate Veterans Memorial

During April the localSons of Confederate Veteranslocal Sul Ross<Camp#1457celebragd
Confederate Memorial around tBeazos County Centeriesby placing Confederate Flags on the graves
of Veterans in the Brazos ValleHenry Hansowolunteeredto marB e s t o r gfaeuintthe Sasith
Cemetery orsardens AcreStreet in Bryanwhich is located across the street frdvhary Collie

Cooperfs home

BestorSouth born December 9, 1826 in Alabamagved to Brazos County in 1852 and married Martha
Henry Hardy in 1854. The Southad eight childreand theSouthCemeteryhad its first burial when
Charlie died i n 188 5antséoniohdngaburieddereanddhe I8sbfanmifh 6s i nf
member buried in this cemeteryagBestor who died27 October 1904

Bestor South served bompany | othe 21Regiment of the Texas Cavalitythe Confederate Army
during the War of Nortern Aggres$on as thepicture of thevVeterangplaque
commemorates.

APRIL PROGRAM

The Ramblers started April off when 13 member
attended a workshapn April 22 at the Teen Exit :
Center where they spent the morning encapsulatss
many heritage documenrasid pictureshus

preserving them from thaestruction otime.

A p r prbgéam speaker w&ue Kaufman wh South Cemetery
gavethe Ramblers updates to the Clayton Library
in Houston including the neywcompletedrestoration to theld Clayton home
andits surrounding buildingsThecarriage house nofeaturesa meeting facility where the Friends of
Clayton meet and as well as hold other genealogical functions. Sue reported that the Clayton home is now
much like it was when the Clayton family lived there.

Sue Kaufman

MAY PROGRAM

The May monthlymeeting included a committee report from the
Cemetery Committee Chairperson Helen Hommko that stated

that the Reliance Cemetery would be online soon. Helen said there
were over 400 pictures of tombstones.

Mary Jane Millender reported that an effrtreestablish the
Rambler Newsletter was underway and she and the newsletter
committee would meet in June when several members returned

Helen Horner



from vacation. She gave a brief outline for future newsletters, which will |
now be a quarterly rather than a monthly mation.

Rodger Kroppa gave a very good program on taking pictures at cergeter
which was followed by a walk around workshoprJune 6 athe College
StationCemetery Participants found graves, took pictures using the prope
equipment, markedthegaves 6 | ocati ons and t
information.

During the May meetingMary Elizabeth Dresser passed out a survey, as
members their preferences for futpregram topics. The 12 most popular
subjects ardnternetresearchgcourthouseesearch, ibraries,datingold :
photographssources &documentingwills & probate,organizing,land records, wtalecords
immigration &naturalizationgenealogycorrespondence

JUNE PROGRAM Rodger Kroppa

The June program was presented by Patrick Janis of ColletienSPatrick started studying his family
genealogy at the age of 13 following his grandfat
why peoplewereconversing with his relatives in a strange language. Thirteen years later Patrick found

himself standing in the living room of his loAdpst cousin in eastern Moravia.

Patrick has conducted extensive parish register research in the Czech Repubiigwisié than 100
courthouses and libraries in 26 states. In 2001 Patrick became oedailers of th&exas Czech
Genealogical Societserving as its first President. He has lectured at more than two dozen genealogical
conferences.

PatriOkdani zing Your Genealogy Files in Seven Eas)
1. Get your basic data into a compudatabase. .

2. CompileanAhnentafel
tablewith you as #1, your
father aS'-‘#Z EtC How much paper have you collected?

3. Countyour ancestors
using your documentation.

4. Set up your filing system.

5. Empty all those boxes and
folders and place them into
binders.

6. Further organizeagh
binder with tab dividers and
sort by categories.

Patrick Janis



7. Enjoy and share your genealogy.

BRAZOS COUNTY INTEREST

BRAZOS COUNTY IMMIGRANT

Vincent Joseph Millburger arrived by boat in Galveston from Prussia aroundHi8%0ture wife Mary
Hebron from Buno, Czechoslovakiarrivedon the same boat. They were married and bought a farm in
East Bernard, Wharton County, Texhateventuallymoved to a 7éacre farm in Bryan, where their son
Francis Joseptwas born March 11, 191%incentwasworking as a @rdener at Texas A&M when he
diedin 1922. His son attended Stephen F. Auligih schod, graduated in May1934, and went to work

for Texaco in Matagorda Coungnd in ®40 married Lillian Cole.

Like many young American men, Framcloseph served in &id War Il. Joining the army in 1943,
Millburger was attached to tH&" tactical division of thesir corps and had basic training Bort Sill,
Oklahoma Seventeen days after D Day, Millburger wasvingin the European Theatre for the duration
of the war. Upon returning home from the war to Bay Ciatagorda County, Texas, Framcloseph
observed St. Augustine grass being removed fromhamee and nglanted in a new lawmelsewhere.
Millburger - - in 1949 - - plantedcommercialsod on his wife Lilian's four acresand this was the
beginning of a new business. These abexame one of the largest and most successful sod farms in the
United States. On retirement Mi | | bod bugimesdiecameTurf Grass of America, owned and
operated by his three sons

Turf Grass of America received the contract and planteddtidor the new Astros ballpark, now known
as Minute Maid Park, along with the Houston TexdRsliant Stadium and also Kyle Field in College
Station.

Francis Joseph Millberger passed away ig Bity, Texas on June 4, 2009. A funeral mass was held at 2
p.m. on June 6, 2009 at the Holy Cross Catholic Church in Bay City with theCReey Jarzombek
officiating. Entombment followed at Roselawn Cemetery Park in Van Vleck.

GENEALOGICAL REMINDER

(Henry Hanson)

Make a |ist of at | east five different ways to sp
of that when | received anmail from Erin Kraht, a 2008 student in the-a EducationGenealogy

Class. Erin told me she knew herat great grandfathed o h n O 6akdegeeht ggreat grandmother

Mary Hickey, were in Sandusky, Ohio in the 18804 she could not find either one listed anywhere.

I went to the new dirp® Ohelnited Statek and thidput Joint O &K ef e anc
it showed there wertens ¢ r e e n s o fes. ThemirdeciOdll kewiteHf toMa r y O 6hKping f e

that it might shorten the search, but thereevet en s cr eens o FdecMedrtoystayOMthiK e e f e s
Mary OO6Keef e be aatspmrentsiadifl saw thehnamelHiclsey thel would knew that |

had correct Mary O6Keefe.



On the third screen t he s e Haefe butstliplgonetically fhe sankeeSh up O
my next step was to go the Federal Census for 186@uSky County had morgeefelisted in that

census than any other county in Ohio. Erin was able to overcome her brick wall by researching Keefe and
O6Keefe as she | ater found her grandfather in | da

QUERIES

Nancy Hanson is lookingf any information on her great great grandfather, WilliarB@ll, born about
1812 in Georgia. The 1850 Santa Rosa County, Florida census shows his wife as Cinthen, born about
1818 in Georgia. Nancy believes that Baldwin County, Alabama might have leearethwhere they
were born in the eahaH@suddeBliokhéts. Write Nancy

Mary Collie Cooper Lecture | Cemetery Workhop

Cemetery Workshop
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